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1.0 Purpose and Benefits
This policy ensures that security controls in [Entity]'s information systems and their operating environments are evaluated, authorised, and monitored to safeguard systems and data. It supports initial and continuous security authorisations, annual assessments, ongoing monitoring, and system development lifecycle (SDLC) activities, aligning with NIST Cybersecurity Framework (CSF) 2.0, NIST SP 800-53 Revision 5, NIST SP 800-37 Revision 2, and related standards to address risks such as vulnerabilities and unauthorised access.

2.0 Authority
This policy is issued under the authority of [Entity]'s Chief Information Officer (CIO), in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws, and NIST CSF 2.0 (GV.PO-01).

3.0 Scope
This policy applies to all departments, users (employees, contractors, vendors), and systems managing or acquiring [Entity]'s informational assets, including those handling Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI). It complements related policies (e.g., IT-001–IT-004).

4.0 Information Statement
Security assessment and authorisation ensure that systems meet security requirements through assessments, authorisations, and continuous monitoring, in accordance with NIST SP 800-53 (CA-2, CA-5, CA-6, CA-7) and SP 800-37. Assessments integrate with SDLC processes and the [Entity] Risk Management Strategy, addressing risks, including supply chain risks (CSF 2.0, ID.SC).

4.1 Security Assessment and Authorisation Policy and Procedures
The IT Department shall, per NIST SP 800-53 (CA-1):
1. Develop, document, and disseminate to all relevant personnel:
· A policy covering purpose, scope, roles, responsibilities, management commitment, coordination, and compliance.
· Procedures for implementing security assessment and authorisation controls.
2. Review and update the policy and procedures annually, in accordance with the [Entity] Configuration Management Policy.
4.2 Security Assessments
The IT Department shall, per NIST SP 800-53 (CA-2) and SP 800-115:
1. Develop a security assessment plan, including:
· Security controls and enhancements are under assessment.
· Assessment procedures to verify control effectiveness.
· Assessment environment, independent assessors, and roles/responsibilities (CA-2(1)).
2. Assess controls annually to ensure proper implementation, operation, and effectiveness, including CUI-specific requirements (SP 800-171, 3.12.1).
3. Conduct penetration testing for high-impact systems annually, per SP 800-115.
4. Produce a security assessment report documenting results.
5. Provide results to the Information Security Office and system owners.

4.3 System Interconnections
The IT Department shall, per NIST SP 800-53 (CA-3):
1. Authorise system interconnections via Interconnection Security Agreements (ISAs).
2. Describe the interface features, security needs, and communicated information for each interconnection.
3. Review and update ISAs annually, verifying external system security controls (e.g., SOC 2 reports).
4. Use a deny-all, permit-by-exception policy for external system connections.

4.4 Plan of Action and Milestones
The IT Department shall, per NIST SP 800-53 (CA-5):
1. Develop a POA&M to document remedial actions for weaknesses or vulnerabilities, prioritising based on risk severity (SP 800-37).
2. [bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Update POA&Ms quarterly according to assessments, security impact analyses, and ongoing monitoring.

4.5 Security Authorisation
The IT Department shall, per NIST SP 800-53 (CA-6):
1. Assign a senior-level executive as the authorising official.
2. Ensure the official authorises systems before operations commence.
3. Update authorisations annually or upon significant changes (e.g., new vulnerabilities, system modifications), per SP 800-37.

4.6 Continuous Monitoring
The IT Department shall, per NIST SP 800-53 (CA-7) and SP 800-137:
1. Develop and implement a continuous monitoring strategy, including:
· Metrics (e.g., vulnerability remediation rates, control compliance).
· Annual monitoring and assessment frequencies, per the [Entity] Configuration Management Policy.
· Ongoing control assessments are aligned with the monitoring strategy.
· Monitoring of metrics via SIEM systems and vulnerability scanners.
· Correlation and analysis of security information.
· Response actions coordinated with the [Entity] Incident Response Policy.
· Monthly reporting of security status to the Information Security Office and CIO.

4.7 Internal System Connections
The IT Department shall, per NIST SP 800-53 (CA-9):
1. Authorise internal connections of system components.
2. Document interface characteristics, security requirements, and information communicated for each connection.

5.0 Compliance
This policy takes effect upon publication and will be reviewed annually to ensure consistency with NIST CSF 2.0 and changing threats (GV.PO-01). Non-compliance may lead to disciplinary actions, including termination, as well as civil or criminal penalties. Contractors may face the termination of their agreements. 

Exceptions must be approved through the Chief Information Security Officer’s process, which includes scope, justification, risk assessment, and mitigation plans.

6.0 Definitions of Key Terms
· Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI): Information that requires safeguarding according to NIST SP 800-171.
· Security Controls: Safeguards or countermeasures to protect systems, per NIST SP 800-53.
· Plan of Action and Milestones (POA&M): Document detailing corrective measures for vulnerabilities, in accordance with NIST SP 800-37.
· Continuous Monitoring: Ongoing evaluation of security controls, in accordance with NIST SP 800-137.
· Interconnection Security Agreement (ISA): Agreement governing system interconnections, according to NIST SP 800-47.
· Audit Log: Records of system activities for monitoring, according to NIST SP 800-53 (AU-2).

7.0 Contact Information
Submit inquiries, incident reports, or enhancement requests to:
Information Security Office
Email: security@[entity].org
Helpdesk: (123) 456-7890
Online Portal: https://[entity].org/security 

8.0 Revision History
This policy is reviewed annually or as needed to address emerging threats and NIST updates. 
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9.0 Related Documents
· [Entity] Information Security Policy
· [Entity] Acceptable Use of Information Technology Resources Policy
· [Entity] Access Control Policy
· [Entity] Account Management / Access Control Standard
· [Entity] Identification and Authentication Policy
· [Entity] Risk Management Strategy
· [Entity] Incident Response Policy
· [Entity] Configuration Management Policy
· NIST SP 800-37 Revision 2 Risk Management Framework
· NIST SP 800-137 Information Security Continuous Monitoring

10.0 Training and Metrics
· Training: Users and administrators must complete annual training on security assessment and authorisation, including tabletop exercises, per NIST CSF 2.0 (PR.AT) and SP 800-53 (AT-2).
· Metrics: [Entity] tracks compliance metrics (e.g., vulnerability remediation rates, assessment frequency, and training completion) in accordance with NIST SP 800-55 Revision 2.

